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PC-MRI predicts orthostatic headache intensity in dural tears
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Compliance ↆ 

<3 months
corrR²=0.576

, p=0.002

3-12 months
corrR²=0.203

, p=0.002

PC-MRI predicts orthostatic headache intensity in dural tears
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PC-MRI predicts orthostatic headache intensity in dural tears

Orthostatic Dysfunction ?
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Other phenotype?

impairement
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− Follow-UP performed?

− which type of leak?

− Which prior treatment?

− Adequate follow-up 
imaging?

DallE
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− Caffein??

− Acute: CSF production

− Acute: Pain perception

− Prolonged: CSF

Unsplash.com
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− Gabapentine 1-4x300mg
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− Nerve-Blocks 

− Greater occipital nerve 
(GON)

− Sphenopalatine Ganglion 
(SPG)

Greater Occipital Nerve.” Volker, Joseph.  Earthslab.com. 8 August, 2018
Occipital Nerve Block — NUEM Blog
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https://www.nuemblog.com/blog/occipital-nerve-block


− Follow-UP performed? What else?

− Caffein withdrawal?

− Acetazolamide/Topiramate?

− POTS?

− Is it orthostatic?
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25-32%
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Acetazolamide
− 2x250mg up to 4g/day

NO EVIDENCE
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Acetazolamide
− 2x250mg up to 4g/day

− Side-effects! 
− Keep potassium up

NO EVIDENCE
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Acetazolamide
− 2x250mg up to 4g/day

− Side-effects! 
− Keep potassium up

NO EVIDENCE

Prolonged symptoms (>21 days) or severe symptoms?
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Acetazolamide
− 2x250mg up to 4g/day

− Side-effects! 
− Keep potassium up

NO EVIDENCE

Prolonged symptoms (>21 days) or severe symptoms?

− Differentials!
− Iron deficiency?
− Vitamin A supplement? 
− Underlying IIH?

− OSAS/PCOS/Endometriosis
− Diastolic hypertension?

− Diagnostics:
− Ophthalmology always
− Lab-work
− (cMRI with Venogram)

− No routine lumbar puncture!
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Treat the phenotype!

Unsplash.com
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Treat the phenotype!

Underlying primary 
headache?

− Migraine
− Tension-type headache
− Hemicrania continua
− ..?

Medication Overuse?

Unsplash.com
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Treat the phenotype!

Underlying primary 
headache?

− Migraine
− Tension-type headache
− Hemicrania continua
− ..?

Medication Overuse?

What else?

− Bruxism? Kraniomandibulat dysfunction?

− Musculoscelletal problems?

− Anxiety/Depression?

What to do after 
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What to do 
after leak 
closure?

Best you 
can!

Orthostatic
Headache 

in SIH 

= 
orthostatic 
dysfunction

Orthostatic 
Headache 

in SIH

≠
Low 

volume



THANK YOU!

PD Dr. Katharina Wolf
@KathaDCwolf


	S	pontaneous �I	ntracranial�H	ypotension
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Haedache in SIH
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Haedache in SIH
	Slide Number 40

