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M
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Spinal CSF leak foundation

M
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Spinal CSF leak Canada

U
se of fibrin glue is an off-label indication
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iscuss possible etiologies for the form

ation of CVFs
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EVVP surrounds vertebral colum
n, drains to 

the azygos and hem
iazygos system

IVVP receives drainage from
 spinal cord, 

drains to EVVP and basivertebral veins

BV system
s drains through the vertebral 

body to EVVP anteriorly
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M
ay only be sm

all areas of opacification around nerve 
root sleeves or around thecal sac
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U
nlike epidural leak, CVF is typically separated from

 the 
thecal sac by a rim

 of epidural fat
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M
ost com

m
on location to see drainage, directed tow

ard 
azygos/hem

iazygos system
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A
lso im

portant locations to check, m
ay differentially fill 

w
ith different phases of respiration
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U
sually fill by basivertebral vein, but can enter through 

other venous channels, or be in the posterior elem
ents
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Basivertebral filling is usually associated w
ith 

visualization of veins in the IVVP or EVVP.  In rare cases, 
it m

ay be the solitary drainage pathw
ay. 
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W
e don’t know

 how
 or w

hy they arise

Seem
 to be unidirectional

W
hat are the norm

al relationships betw
een CSF and spinal veins?
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